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The Wow factor

By YIP YOKE TENG

IT IS not easy to impress urbanites who are exposed to an avalanche of information every day, let alone elicit admiration from them. In order to grab their attention, you have to stand out.

Keeping that in mind, fashion lover Pat Chan named her online boutique “Wow” as she is confident that the treasure she has in store would surprise just anyone.

The seamstress of the boutique’s array of cheongsams, evening gowns and casual outfits is her 80-year-old mother who has over 50 years of experience in tailoring.


Youthful appeal: Dresses fit for different occasions, designed 
by Pat Chan and tailored by her 80-year-old mother 

Even at the age, her mother still insists on using hand-sewn buttons, piping and embroidery for cheongsams for they are meant to be epitome of oriental femininity.

“I regret not learning the skills from my mother earlier. Only a handful of individuals can master the art that threatens to extinct if the new generations continue to be lukewarm towards it,” said Chan, 48.
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White beaded chiffon
Work and life commitments have diverted her attention away from the art despite a deep affinity for fashion. She started to learn cheongsam tailoring as well as those intricate sewing works in recent years, but the process had been frequently interrupted by her business.
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Hand-sewn: Wow Boutique holds on to its principle to use hand-sewn
 bottons, piping and embroidery for its range of cheongsams. 

“After putting in much hard work, I have only managed to pick up the basics and am still a long way from my mother’s standards. A lot of patience is required, and that is really a challenge for city dwellers,” she said.

And so, the mother and daughter team works closely together with Chan designing the outfits and her mother turning them into exquisite pieces.

“My mother works on the attires almost nine hours a day. Her nimble fingers run between sewing and stitching even when she is watching television. The passion continues to keep her vibrant and enthusiastic,” she added.

Chan described the attires as affordable luxuries as there was only one piece to a design unless customer requested for a remake. The cheongsams are priced under RM500, while tops and skirts are available at about RM50.

A selection of the dresses is modelled here by Chan’s daughter Andrea Kee as both the designer and tailor have requested not to be photographed.

Chan will launch her boutique, as well as the maternity line, in the near future. For the time being, the attire can be viewed at http://www.wow-couture.com. She can be contacted at 012-2331012 or wowboutique@gmail.com.

